


In the Jewish calendar the first sign 
of winter is heralded with the tefilla 
of Geshem (rain) during the Musaph 
of Shemini Atzeret. From that day 
on until Musaph of first day Pesach 
we add the following sentence in 
the Amidah: ‘Mashiv haruach umorid 
hagashem  -  He (G-d) makes the 
wind blow and he makes the rain 
descend.’

Rain can be a blessing or a curse. 
In its right time and in the right 
amount it is the greatest blessing. 
In the wrong time and the wrong 
amount it can be a curse. On the 
verse in Hoshea ‘and He (G-d) will 
come to us like the late rain that 
satiates the earth.’ (Hoshea 6:3)  
The Gemra (Ta’anit 4a) comments 
that Hashem said to Klal Yisroel 
‘my daug h te r  you have aske d 
inappropriately – you have asked 
for something which is sometimes in 
demand and sometimes not.’  Rashi 
comments that rain in the summer 
is a curse. Hashem says I will be to 
you like something that is always 
a blessing ‘I will be to Israel like 
dew.’ (Hoshea 14:6) Dew is always 
welcome summer or winter.

This aspect of rain that it can be 
a curse has Halachic ramifications 
in the Amidah if one said ‘Mashiv 
Haruach’ at the wrong time, i.e. he 
said ‘Mashiv Haruach’ in the summer 
he must repeat the Amidah.

Let us examine some of 
the Halachot of ‘Mashiv 
Haruach’.

When do we start and 
why? Since Succot is the 
t ime when the wor ld 
is  judged on i t s  r a in 

we actually should have begun 
our request for rain on the first 
day of Succot. But rain on Succot 
is considered a curse because it 
prevents us f rom fulf i l l ing the 
mitzvah of Succah properly so it 
is deferred until Shemini Atzeret 
Musaph when everyone is in Shul 
and we can safely say ‘Livracha 
V’lo Liklala - for a blessing and not 
a curse.’

If someone had not attended Shul 
on Shemini Atzeret but is davening 
at home when does he begin saying 
‘Mashiv Haruach’? If he knows when 
the Chazzan in Shul will be saying 
tefillat ‘Geshem’ and he davens 
Musaph after that time then he 
should say ‘Mashiv Haruach’ in his 
Musaph Amidah – other wise he 
should only begin saying it for 
Mincha Shemini Atzeret. If he has 
not yet davened Shachar it and 
the Chazan has already davened 
Musaph, there is a dispute among 
authorities if he should say ‘Mashiv 
Haruach’ in Shacharit too. In Torat 
Yekutiel (37) he claims that one 
should do so but it appears from 
the more current authorities that 
we do not. (Biur Halacha Orach 
Chaim 114)

What happens if one forgets to 
mention ‘Mashiv Haruach’ when he 
was supposed to, i.e. in the winter? 
If one davens according to Nusach 
Sefard and says ‘Morid Hatal -makes 

the dew descend’ all through the 
summer and said ‘Morid Hatal’ in 
the winter, the Shulchan Aruch 
rules that he does not have to 
repeat the Amidah. (Orach Chaim 
114:3)  However, for one who davens 
Nusach Ashkenaz and is unused to 
saying ‘Morid Hatal’ (or if one who 
davens Nusach Sfard did not say it 
either) he must repeat the Amidah if 
he forgot to say ‘Mashiv Haruach’.

If he remembers before he says 

‘V’ne’eman Atah ’  he may say it 
there and then. If  he says the 
words ‘Baruch Atah Hashem’ and 
has not said ‘Mechaya Hameitim’ the 
Mishne Berurah says he should finish 
the sentence by saying ‘Lamdeini 
Chukecha’ which is a separate verse 
and begin again from ‘Atah gibor’. 
(Biur Halacha Orach Chaim 114)

However, R’ Moshe Feinstein zt”l 
in Igrot Moshe (Orach Chaim 4:93) 
d is ag rees  an d s ays  you f in ish 
nor mally and then say ‘Mashiv 
Haruach’. This is the usual practice.

If you remember only after you have 
finished the Bracha of ‘Atah Kadosh’ 
or you have started Kedusha and 
forgot to say ‘Mashiv Haruach ’ 
you must start all over from the 
beginning.

The question is asked by the earlier 
commentators why is it that if one 
forgot ‘V’tein tal u’matar’ in the 
Bracha of ‘Barech Aleinu’ you can 
still make it up by inserting it into 
‘Shema Koleinu’ while there is no 
such remedy for ‘Mashiv Haruach’?

The Rabeinu Yona (4th Perek of 
Brachot) and the Tur (Orach Chaim 
114) explain that you can insert a 
petition into ‘Shema Koleinu’ and 
‘V’tein tal u’mutar’ is a request for 
rain but ‘Mashiv Haruach’ is a  praise 
to Hashem for giving rain and not a 
request therefore it belongs only in 
the second Bracha of the Amidah.

Lastly if one is in doubt whether they 
said ‘Mashiv Haruach’ or not what 
is the Halacha? The Rema (Orach 

Chaim 114:8) says in the 
first thrity days i.e. until 
23 Mar Cheshvan (this 
year 10th November) 
one has to assume that 

he was not used to saying it or 
according to the Mishne Berurah 
after ninety Tefillot (which comes 
out to be 21st Mar Cheshvan) and 
therefore repeats the Amidah but 
after that one can assume that he 
has said it.

Lastly, is the correct pronunciation 
‘ H a g e s h e m ’  w i t h  a  S e g o l  o r 
‘Hagoshem’ with a Kometz?

S eve r a l  ye a r s  ago t h e  Jew ish 
Tribune ran several columns and 
correspondence on this topic and 
Shabbat Spice readers who would 
l ike to see a full discussion are 
referred to the Jewish Tribune.

My own custom is to follow the 
ruling of R’ Moshe Feinstein zt’l 
who rules the proper pronunciation 
is ‘Hagoshem’ (Igrot Moshe Orach 
Chaim 4 chapter 40, par. 15)

To par aphr ase the Br acha the 
Yerushalmi Jews wish each other 
after Shemini Atzeret

‘A Good Winter’.
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