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actual monetary donation given at this time
than the spiritual and moral awakening it
brings to us.

Purim is understood by the Rabbis as a
time when the Torah, given at Sinai, was re-
accepted by the Jewish people. Towards the
conclusion of this week’s sedra of Mishpatim
we are given an account of the Siniatic
revelation and the covenant made there.

A famous passage from the Gemara views
this initial acceptance of Torah at Sinai to
havebeen ethically problematic. The Gemara
(Shabbat 88a) understands that at Sinai the
Jewish people were coerced into agreeing
to accept the Torah. G-d threatened the
Jewish people by lifting the mountain over
their heads. The Children of Israel were
givena clear choice, eitheraccept the Torah
and live, or otherwise there in the desert
would be their grave. As Rashi points out,
this narrative gives a get-out clause when
the law is broken. After all, if the Torah was
not accepted willingly by the Children of
Israel, how then could a person be blamed
or punished for breaking its rules? We read
about this first acceptance under duress
in this week’s sedra of Mishpatim. At Sinai
the acceptance of Torah was accompanied
by thunder and lightening. The Children of
Israel were indeed so overwhelmed after
hearing the first two commandments that
they requested of Moshe that he relay to
them the rest of the Ten Commandments
rather than receiving them directly from
G-d; the experience was too much to take.

The Gemara however goes on to state that
the Children of Israel re-accepted the Torah
at the time of the Purim salvation, this time
acceptedinfreedom. The Talmudic basis for
this idea comes from the interpretation of
the phrase found in the ninth chapter of

the Megillah that the Jews, ‘Kimu V’Kibloo
- upheld and accepted.” This phrase is
understood to mean that the Jews at the
time of Esther ‘upheld’ or rather ‘performed
of their own free will’, the laws which they
had already accepted during the days of
Moshe. The Torah, originally given under
coercion was re-accepted at the time of
Purim out of a love of G-d in recognition of
the miracles He had performed.

Purimis atime of renewal and return before
the month of Nissan in a similar way to the
process of renewal and spiritual return
which occurs during the month of Ellul
during the run up to Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur, however the mode of operation
is very different.

Teshuvah, repentance, return to G-d,
can come about from coercion or fear
of punishment or alternatively out of a
genuine love of G-d and a true desire to do
the right thing. Before Rosh Hashanah we
say Selichot prayers and blow the Shofar
hopeful that G-d will act graciously with us.
We are unsure if we will indeed be written
in the book of life for the coming year,
there is a fear or even a sense of coercion
to repent. On Purim however we see G-d’s
love, His redeeming the Jewish people,
both righteous and sinner alike. The Jewish
people on Purim returned to G-d out of a
love for Him and a love for Torah, not from
fear.

These two periods of spiritual renewal, Ellul
to Yom Kippur and Purim, mirror these two
modes of accepting the Torah, coercion
verses free acceptance.

The Torah at the time of Moshe was
accepted under duress and the Torah
was re-accepted by the Jewish people at

the time of Purim in freedom. The first
acceptance of Torahis described in parshat
Mishpatim, read today, the secondis alluded
to in the Megillah, ‘Kimu V’Kibloo’, that the
Jews at the time of Esther ‘upheld’ or rather
‘performed of their own free will’, the laws
which they had already accepted during the
days of Moshe.

Today we begin the process of moving
from fear and coercion to the voluntary
acceptance of Torah out of love. We read
Mishpatim signifying our starting point. It
is to Purim in just two weeks time where
we are heading. We relate to G-d firstly as
an authoritarian king and ruler, then move
to viewing Him as a loving father, who will
always save His people.

the Jewish people at Purim was simply the
joy of being alive and feeling the love of G-d
who considered them significant enough
to be saved.

Any feelings of personal renewal, whether
physical, emotional or spiritual are feelings
of simcha. Feeling the power of potential
yetto be utilised is also simcha. Throughout
the year, we attend many types of simcha,
from weddings to Bar Mitzvahs to births, all
are simchas since they celebrate the energy
of potential. The Bat Mitzvah girl or Bar
Mitzvah boy has as yet achieved nothing as
an adult, we celebrate the beginning of a
great future. Aweddingis allabout renewal.
Two people, no matter how successful
as individuals, are now renewed by being

The Torah at the time of Moshe was accepted under
duress and the Torah was re-accepted by the Jewish
people at the time of Purim in freedom.

How do we move from Sinai to Shushan,
from coercion to a willing acceptance of the
Torah? The answeris found in today’s special
maftir for parshat Shekalim.

As pointed out by the Sfat Emet, this change
is brought about by our giving a small coin,
a half shekel. This act of giving, of opening
our hearts, awakens in us desire, joy and
concern for the welfare of others. When
one gives gifts of charity, the donations
help to transform the giver into a more
charitable personality. Just as the recipient
gains materially, the giver gains spirituality
and psychologically. Giving externally
awakens giving internally, there is a great
joy in giving. Indeed from the beginning of
Adar we are asked to ‘increase joy’, ‘One
who enters Adar increases joy’. This joy,
this simcha, is a necessary preparation for
Purim. Simcha is not about simply being
smiley and happy but rather represents a
level above this, a raising up of the self to a
higher place, often after a period of being
constrained in a place of challenges and
difficulty. Simcha occurs when you feel alive
again after illness or when regaining your
dignity after a traumatic event. Simcha for

combined into a unit with greater potential
than contained in the singular units.

The spiritual awakening at Purim comes from
the Jewish people combining their efforts
to awaken their inner spiritual lives. They
joined togetherand accepted the Torah. The
Torahallows the individual torise to spiritual
heights possible due to the combining of
individuals and impossible when alone.

How is this combining of individuals achieved?
Thisis achieved through giving, the giving of
a half shekel from Rosh Chodesh Adar and
then through the giving of gifts to each other
andthe poorat Purim. Giving to others opens
the heart and an open heart allows the eyes
to see the miracles performed by G-d and in
so doing allows G-d in.

At this time of year our relationship to Torah
matures also from coercion to a loving
acceptance. A renewal in which we accept
our mission to improve the world, a mission
which begins by improving ourselves
through the giving of charity two weeks
before Purim on Rosh Chodesh Adar which
falls this evening.

Happy Purim to you all!



