


Terumah begins with a list of the 
donations given by the Bnei Yisrael 
for the construction of the Mishkan, 
followed by a detailed description 
of the dimensions and components 
of each item to be used in the 
Mishkan. 

The first item to be described is the 
Aron - the ark, and it is in reference to 
the lid of the ark (known in Hebrew 
as the kaporet) that we are told: 
‘And make a cover of pure gold, two 
and a half cubits long and one and 
a half cubits wide, and make two 
cherubim of gold; you shall make 
them hammered out of the two ends 
of the cover.’ (Shemot 25:17-18)

A number of questions arise from this 
verse, including what the cherubim 
represent, and why it was necessary 
for the cherubim to be made from the 
same piece of gold as the kaporet? 

To answer these questions we need 
to learn about the symbolism of the 
cherubim. 

According to Rabbi Samson Raphael 
Hirsch (commentar y to Shemot 
25:17-20), ‘in Scripture, cherubim 
have two distinct functions: they act 
as guardians and protectors, and as 
bearers of G-d’s glory.’

In Bereishit (3:24) cherubim are 
appointed to guard the way to the Tree 
of Life, or as we find in Sefer Yechezkel 
(28:14), ‘You are a cherub, having been 

anointed as a protector.’

The same goes for their role as 
bearers of G-d’s glory. ‘Borne by a 
cherub, G-d rushes to David’s aid’ 
(Tehillim 18:11) and ‘Then the glory 
of the L-rd went up from the cherub’. 
(Yechezkel 10:4)

This now explains the function of the 
cherubim. We can now address what 
the cherubim looked like.  

Rashi informs us in his commentary 
on Bereishit (25:18), that the cherubim 
had the image of a child’s face.  What 
is the connection between the Aron 
- where the luchot were kept - and 
children? 

The Midrash (Shir Hashirim Rabbah 
1:24) teaches:  When Israel stood 
to receive the Torah, the Holy One 
said to them: ‘I am prepared to give 
you My Torah. Present to Me good 
guarantors that you will observe 
and study the Torah and I shall give 
it to you.’

They said: ‘Our ancestors are our 
guarantors.’

The Holy One said: ‘Your ancestors 
are not sufficient guarantors. Bring 
Me good guarantors, and I shall give 
you the Torah.’

They said: ‘Our prophets are our 
guarantors.’

The Holy One said: ‘The prophets are 
not sufficient guarantors. Bring Me 

good guarantors and I shall give you 
the Torah.’

They said: ‘Indeed, our children will 
be our guarantors.’

The Holy One said: ‘Your children are 
good guarantors. For their sake I give 
the Torah to you.’

Reflecting on this Midrash, Rabbi 
Zalman Sorotzkin (Oznayim LaTorah, 
Bereishit 25:20) obser ves, ‘Had 
the Jewish children not served as 
guarantors, G-d would not have 
given Israel the Torah. When these 
children ‘stand on the Ark cover’, ie. 
study Torah, they ‘protect’ the Torah 
from being forgotten by the Jewish 
people.’ 

Our children are not merely our future 
Torah scholars. Instead, they are the 
reason G-d chose to give us the Torah. 
As such, the cherubim - with faces of 
children - adorn the Aron to act as a 
reminder to us that we must invest 
in their Jewish education in order to 
ensure we have a Jewish future.  

So what was the reason why the 
cherubim were formed from the 
same piece of gold as the kaporet? 

Rabbi Sorotzkin (ibid. 25:18) answers 
that this requirement teaches us 
that: ‘Childhood education should 
be grounded in Torah’. Rather than 
emphasising other disciplines, with 
an hour or so reserved for ‘religion’, 
the ‘cherub’ should be hammered 
out of the same block as the Ark 
cover itself.

Jewish education is not a supplement 
to ‘real’ education and Jewish studies 
is not an intellectual breathing space 
between core subjects. Instead, 
Jewish learning must be the top 
priority for a Jewish school, just 
as the Aron is the first item to be 
addressed in our sedra.  

This prioritisation should be reflected 
by the ratio of time dedicated by 
schools for the study of Torah, as 
well as their investment in teachers 
to educate and excite pupils in 
an enthusiastic and professional 
manner. However, there are actions 
we can avoid which can also serve 
this purpose. 

Hav ing t aught in  both Jew ish 
primary and secondary schools, it 
is frightening how many parents 
do not prioritise speaking to their 
children’s kodesh teachers at parents 
evening, or following a discussion 
with a teacher, comment to their 
child that it is now time to discuss 
a ‘real’ subject. Understandably, 
in these small actions or words, a 
respect for Torah learning that a child 
has developed over many hours can 
be utterly destroyed. 

For our children to fulfil their roles 
as guarantors for the Jewish nation, 
to feel connected to Torah no less 
than the cherubim were part of the 
kaporet, we must be role models 
for them. By placing the Aron in 
the centre of our consciousness 
and demonstrating the centrality 
of Jewish learning in our own lives, 
our children will take their places 
‘on the ark cover’, and protect Torah 
from being forgotten by the Jewish 
people.
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