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Dipping into the Waters of Change

terrible inability to love one’s
fellow was the cause of the whole
exile and slavery! Does that not
sound familiar? We all know
that the Beit HaMikdash was
destroyed because of baseless
hatred between one person and
another.

The second dipping symbolises
unity. The bundle is tied together
to demonstrate appreciation
for the importance of unity.
Loving one another, not finding
faults in our neighbours and
judging people favourably are
character traits that draw us
together. It is when we can
prove that we are capable of
practising unconditional love
for our fellow Jews that the
redemption comes.

Rav Mattisyahu Salomon, of
Lakewood, gives us the following
fascinating insight in the name of
Rav Elchonon Wasserman HY”’D:

Have you ever wondered where
the concept of the blood libel
comes from? Even today in the
21st century there are people
who claim that Jews use blood
of agentile child as aningredient
in the baking of Matzah! What

Rabbi Yehuda Aronovitz
Loughton Synagogue

nonsense! The idea does not
even deserve the credibility that
a refutation would give it. But
why do they think this way? What
is the basis of their warped way
of thinking? It must come from
somewhere?

Rav Elchonon proposes that
perhaps the concept has its
roots in the sale of Yosef. That
blood that the brothers dipped
Yosef’s coat into, comes back to
us throughout history to remind
us of that terrible sin and the
consequences of lacking unity.
Unfortunately, it is persecution
that subsequently brings us
together. It makes us look past
each others’ faults.

In a world where we can only
benefit from taking messages
out of our experiences that will
promote our positive growth,
there is certainly a lesson for all
of us in Rav Elchonon’s words.

Any time we commit an act of
selfishness, any time we dismiss
somebody else as worthless and
if ever we hate somebody else
(G-d forbid!) we are no different
to the brothers who dipped
Yosef’s coat. We are prolonging

our own galut - exile. Why do we
do it to ourselves?!

It is for this reason that we dip
twice. Once to remember what
took us into that terrible exile
in Egypt and once to remember
what was required of us to get
out. For our current exile as well:
The first time to remember that
it was sinat chinam - baseless
hatred that brought us into the
exile and the second dipping to
remind us that it will only be unity
which will bring us Moshiach.

same night of the week as the
first night of the Pesach that
preceded it!

Now as people who encourage
questions, we should all jump
up and ask: ‘Why?’ What did
Chazal want of us that we should
remember the 9th of Av on the
night of the Seder? What is the
connection?

Based on everything we have
discussed above the connection
should be obvious. On the night
when we remember our original

It is persecution that subsequently brings us together.
It makes us look past each others’ faults

Rav Mattisyahu takes this
concept one step further: There
is one customary dish at the
Seder table that every year
when it is served everyone gets
excited and they all say: ‘Yum!
Why don’t we eat this during
the year?’ Itis the egg in the salt
water. But from one Pesach to
the next, nobody remembers
to serve some salt-water with
boiled eggs! The Rema in the
Shulchan Aruch tells us that the
reason we have the boiled egg
at the Seder is because the egg
is a sign of mourning and the
salt-water symbolises tears, is
because the night of Tisha b’Av
when we mourn the destruction
of the Temple always falls on the

redemption we should also be
yearning the redemption we so
badly need. But yearning alone
is not enough. Our sages told us
to eat the eggin the salt-water to
remember the destruction of the
Temple. We are meant to take to
heartwhat caused the destruction
and ask ourselves: Have we
achieved what we are meant to
achieve? Have we eradicated sinat
chinam? Has the concept of hatred
disappeared from our lives? Only
when we exhibit the ability to
unite and give unconditional love
to each other (which the second
dipping reminds us) will the true
redemption come and the salty
tears will no longer be part of
our lives.



