


dispute as with Korach, where 
Moshe was a hundred percent 
right!

So we who sometimes argue are 
only ‘almost’ right! But it is only 
‘almost’. And therefore whatever 
the details of the fight are, both 
sides always have something to 
apologise for. 

Yet despite this thought, everyone 
wants to be the winner, the victor 
in an argument. In Hebrew the 
word for victory is ‘nitzsachon’ 
which is closely  related to ‘netzach 
-eternity’.

Rabbi Frand once suggested 
that there is a strong connection 
between eternity and victory. We 
all want eternity. Which is why 
all parents want children, as it is 
through them we have a piece of 
eternity. 

Adam, the first man, was supposed 
to live for ever and that is every 
human’s desire.  Every person 
wants to live forever. When Adam 
and Chava were exiled from Gan 
Eden, the first thing that occurred 
was they had children!  If they 
could not live forever at least they 
would have children!

Every victory is a piece of eternity, 
and ever y defeat is a bit of 
death.

The Gemara in Chulin lauds those 
who can control themselves and 
do not lash out at the start of 
an argument. They are given the 
accolade of being amongst those 
who sustain the universe. 

Amongst the most power ful 
stories I have every read, shows 
the blessings that one can 
receive, if one has the capacity 
to control. 

A couple in Israel had suffered for 
twenty years, without the blessing 
of children. All options had to be 
explored, unsuccessfully. After 
visiting R’Chaim Kanievsky, he 
told them that sadly there was not 
much hope. 

At which point the couple began 
to cry uncontrollably.  So he gave 
them a final word of advice: ‘Go 
get a blessing from someone that 
kept his mouth quiet, rather than 
getting involved in an argument.’

Meanwhile on another side of 
the town, a young couple were 
about to sign the lease on a rented 
apartment. Suddenly a women 

runs in and begins screaming at 
them no to sign, the landlord is a 
thief, he is a terrible man. ‘If you 
sign I will take you to court!’

Rav Nissim Karelitz informed 
them that he was aware of the 
case, and this lady had no legal 
claims at all. They were told to 
rent the apartment. 

Time went by and they tr ied 
to settle down and make new 
friends. One day they were invited 
to a Barmitzvah. The young 
women was trying to make a 

good impression, when the crazy 
woman came in. She began to 
scream and make a scene. She 
cursed this poor young lady, 
making claims that she too was 
a thief. 

The young women was about to 
get up and react, when she got a 
tap on her shoulder. 

Standing there was the lady who 
has no children. She looked at 
her in the eyes and begged her 
not to respond. ‘Please don’t say 
anything. Don’t start a machloket. 
I beg you!’

The lady sat down in silence. 
W h e r e u p o n  t h e  i n f e r t i l e 
womenturns to her and says 
give me a blessing I should have 
a child.

Nine months later, after twenty 
four years of marriage, the couple 
had a baby girl 

Rabbi Frand asked the obvious 
question. How did R’Chaim know 
this advice?  

Yakov marries Leah and Rachel. 
Leah begins to have child after 
child, whereas Rachel remains 
barren. 

One day Reuven, Leah’s firstborn 
return from the field with Dudayim 
flowers. Rachel asks Leah for the 
flowers. Leah rebukes her saying 

is it not enough you took my 
husband, now you want to take 
my son’s dudayim?

What a disparaging remark Rachel 
should have argued. ‘Excuse me, 
who took whose husband? You 
were supposed to marry Esav, I 
gave you the signs so that you 
shouldn’t be embarrassed. I let 
you take my husband and now you 
have the audacity to tell me I took 
your husband.’

Rachel responds by saying nothing. 
Eight verses later Yosef is born 

Such are the blessings that will 
fill our lives if we can learn the 
lesson of being ‘bolem piv besha’at 
merivah - remaining silent and not 
responding at the outset of an 
argument.’

Every victory is a piece of eternity, and every defeat 
is a bit of death.
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