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they say? ‘Young man, lift up your 
eyes and see whom you choose for 
yourself.’’

The Gemara (Ta’anit 30b) asks what 
was so special about the fifteenth 
of Av? Rav Yehuda answers by 
quoting Shmuel, that it was the day 
when the tribes were permitted 
to intermarry. From which biblical 

source did they deduce this? From 
the words, ‘This is the matter which 
G-d commanded to the daughters 
of Zelophchad…’ 

From the Gemara, it is clear that 
the mitzvah  found in our sedra 
that, ‘every daughter who inherits 
a portion…shall marry someone 
from the family of her father’s 
t r ibe’  was a burden to Isr ael . 
Indeed the day when it was decided 
that intertribal marriage would be 
permitted became a festival. The 
tribes were permitted to intermarry 
only af ter the conquest of the 
Land and its settlement. Surely 
though,  per mit t ing the tr ibes 
to inter mar r y must contradict 
the intention of our sedra? Our 
sedra ,  with i ts  restr ict ions on 
whom the daughters of Zelophchad 
may marr y, specif ically aims at 
maintaining the identity of each 
tribe so that their portions of land 
do not end up being transferred 
from one tr ibe to another. The 
Torah also implies that it is a mitzvah 
for all time, so how could the sages 
permit intertribal marriage?

The book of Bamidbar concludes 
with what seems a slightly obscure 
story regarding inheritance. 

The last thirteen verses of the final 
sedra (Bamidbar 36:1-13) continue 
the stor y of the daughters of 
Zelophchad, whom we met in last 
week’s sedra of Pinchas. However 
in our sedra, the heads of the family 
of Gilad ben Machir ben Menashe 
approach Moshe with an objection 
to the ruling previously given in 
favour of these women.  

In parshat Pinchas we learnt that, 
fo l low i ng t h e  r e q u es t  o f  t h e 
daughters of Zelophchad, the law 
was set down that these women, 
whose father had died in the desert 
without any sons, would inherit 
their father’s portion upon entering 
the Land of Israel. However, should 
one of them marry a man from 
another tribe, her portion would 
pass to her husband and sons 
and thus the land would leave the 
tr ibe and thereby detract from 
the inher itance of the tr ibe of 
Menashe. This redistribution of the 
inheritance of the land among the 
tribes would be irreversible, even in 
the Jubilee year. 

In our sedra the heads of families 
from the tribe of Menashe come 
to Moshe to express their dismay 
at this ruling, a ruling which would 

cause the tribe of Menashe to lose 
land. Moshe listens and agrees 
with their concerns. To remedy 
the situation, G-d adds a clause to 
the ruling previously given to the 
daughters of Zelophchad. Yes, they 
may marry whomever they wish, but 
only as long as they marry within 
their own tribe, so that ‘a portion 
of Bnei Yisrael will not pass from 
one tribe (Menashe) to another.’ We 
are then told that the daughters of 
Zelophchad married cousins from 
the tr ibe of Menashe, thereby 
fulfilling the decree by God, ‘That 
their portion remains with the tribe 
of the family of their father.’ Though 
the story is concerning these women 
in particular, our sedra tells us that 
the law is extended to include ‘any 
daughter who inherits a portion’, a 
generalisation which would appear 
to apply to all generations. The 
ruling must be modified to ensure 
the tr ibes are kept within their 
correct boundaries and allotted 
land, a rule for all time. 

However the story is alluded to in 
the last mishna of tractate Ta’anit: 
‘Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel taught: 
There were no happier days for 
Israel than the fifteenth of Av and 
Yom Kippur, when the daughters 
of Jerusalem would go out wearing 
borrowed white garments…and 
dance in the vineyards. What would 

H o w e v e r  t h e r e  r e a l l y  i s  n o 
contradiction between these two 
aims, between the sages and the 
Torah. 

The Ramban (on verse 7) explains 
why the sages interpreted this 
law of the Torah to apply solely 
to the generation in which it was 
given.  ‘In the opinion of our sages, 

that ‘this mitzvah will apply only 
in this  gener at ion’…the Tor ah 
commands that if someone were 
to die from that day until the Land 
was divided between the tribes and 
his daughter inherited him, then 
she should not marry into another 
tribe, in order that her husband 
[from another tr ibe] would not 
come at the time of dividing the 
Land with a view to receiving a 
portion from another tribe. More 
str ictness was obser ved at the 
time of the division, in order that 
the tribes’ inheritances would not 
become mixed up, but thereafter 
the inher itances were already 
deter mined and there was no 
need to maintain them with such 
strictness. But since the time when 
the division would take place was 
not yet known [i.e. the time until 
which there was st i l l  a reason 
for the law to apply] the Torah 
commanded the entire generation 
[to follow this rule].’

However, the sages in the Mishna 
were dealing with a new situation, 
when tr ibal limitations were no 

Continued on back page


