


that He would take care of them and 
save them from their enemy as He 
had done when the Mitzriyim were 
chasing them into the sea of reeds.

The mitzvah  of the obliteration 
of Amalek is also exact - there is 
no room for anything other than 
totally annihilating them and their 
memory.

These cases, explains Rav Shimon 
Schwab zt’’l, are of the very few 
cases in the Torah which are based 
entirely on middat hadin -  r ight 
through to the way we are meant to 
carry them out.

‘Eye for an eye’ and ‘cut off her hand’ 
are of the many examples which seem 
middat hadin - unflinching judgement 
but when learned properly with 
Torah Sheba’al Peh - the Oral Law, 
which is bechinat rachamim - merciful 
and Chazal, they are explained to be 
monetary punishments.

In many forums, I get challenged 
with the seemingly barbaric ‘eye 
for an eye’ accusation - that we are 
not required to show any mercy 
whatsoever. It is only when we learn 
the Torah in its entirety - as one unit 
- with the Torah Sheba’al Peh that we 
can understand that our rabbis have 
explained that this does not mean 
actual infliction of the blemish [to 
the offender], but rather, monetary 
compensation [for the blemish that 
was caused]. We estimate his value 
as a slave [in perfect health and the 

The world’s official one kilogram 
weight is kept in a vault at the 
International Bureau of Weights 
and Measures in Paris. It is a small 
cylinder of platinum and ir idium 
that was manufactured in the 1880s, 
and it is affectionately known as 
‘Big K’. Scientists have been trying 
to create a kilo that will not be 
affected by atmospheric changes. 
It is still an ongoing challenge to 
create a weight that is one hundred 
percent emet - true. The truth is - it is 
a mitzvah to achieve perfecting the 
kilo which has far reaching effects!

In this week’s sedra we receive the 
mitzvah of Zechiras Ma’aseh Amalek. 
This is one of the six mitzvot of 
remembrance. There are six things 
that the Torah commands us to 
remember: The Exodus, Receiving 
the Torah at Sinai, Amalek’s evil 
attack, the Sin of the Golden Calf, 
Miriam’s punishment and Shabbat. 
Optimally, the verses mentioning 
them in the Torah should be recited 
out loud each day and their meanings 
should be considered.

I f  you look a t  t he mit z vah  o f 
remembering the evil attack of 
Amalek, when it is mentioned in the 
Torah, it is juxtaposed to the mitzvah 
of having accurate weights. Rashi 
explains this seemingly strange 
juxtaposition (based on the Midrash 
Tanchuma) that one has to be careful 
to ensure that all his dealings are 

accurate, because if they are not, 
there is good reason to worry that 
the enemy is a threat.  Basically, 
you have to be scrupulous in your 
dealings or else!

This Midrash begs for an explanation 
- just because somebody is not 
perfectly truthful about the accuracy 
of his weights it means that he has 
to start looking over his shoulder 
and be wary of attack? This idea can 
be explained very simply. The whole 
concept of having accurate weights 
is based on middat hadin  -  the 
attribute of true judgment - which 
has to be one hundred percent 
exact. It cannot be the slightest 
nanometre off-mark because then 
it would not be fair judgement. So 
too, weights have to be accurate 
because if they are the slightest bit 
inaccurate, an act of theft is being 
committed.

Another concept which makes very 
exacting demands is Emunah - faith. 
A person has to believe one hundred 
percent, the slightest wavering -  
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measure. When the Bnei Yisrael fought against Amalek, they had to use their own might and it was 
a bitter battle. Hashem did not let them know -    '   - that He would take care of 
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this does not mean actual infliction of the blemish [to the offender], but rather, monetary 
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(Beshalach).

The punishment for not having 
per fect faith is, as well, middah 
keneged middah  -  measure for 
measure. When the Bnei Yisrael 
fought against Amalek, they had 
to use their own might and it was 
a bitter battle. Hashem did not let 
them know -  
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offender pays the difference]. This 
is why it uses the term ‘to give’, 
that is, to indicate something that is 
given from hand-to-hand (i.e. money; 
Ketubot 32b; Bava Kamma 84a).

Even when Beit Din are required 
to put somebody to death, it is 
only after many prerequisites are 
fulfilled- kosher witnesses which 

there are many laws in which they are 
determined, warning the offender 
in a way he understands that what 
he is about to do is wrong, what the 
repercussions can be and all of this 
has to be done immediately before 
the offence.

This is besides for the fact that a Beit 
Din which put somebody to death 
once in seventy years was considered 
a murderous Beit Din. This is the 
mercy that the Torah shows.  This is 
why Hashem is often referred to as 
Rachmanah - The Merciful One in the 
Torah Sheba’al Peh - which is based on 
the middat harachamim of Hashem.

To ensure our continuation and the 
perpetuity of the Torah, we have 
to make sure that the middat hadin 
(Torah shebichtav) and the middat 
harachamim (Torah Sheba’al Peh) are 
always kept together. One cannot be 
without the other and just as Hashem 
created the world with a partnership 
between middat hadin and middat 
harachamim, we by learning and 
applying Torah sheBichtav and Torah 
Sheba’al Peh ensure its continuity.
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The mitzvah of the obliteration of Amalek is also 
exact - there is no room for anything other than totally 

annihilating them and their memory.


