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Lech Lecha begins with the
famous words:

Now Hashem said to Avram, ‘Get
yourself [Lech Lecha] out of your
country, and from your kindred,
and from your father’s house, to
the land that | will show you. And
| will make of you a great nation,
and | will bless you, and make
your name great. And you shall
be a blessing. And | will bless
them that bless you, and curse
him that curses you. And in you
shall all the families of the earth
be blessed.” (Bereishit 12:1-3)

Pirkei Avot (5:3) mentions the
ten trials that Avraham was
subjected to in his life: ‘Avraham
Avinu was tested with ten trials,
and he withstood them all - to
show the degree of Avraham
Avinu’s love for G-d.’

In presenting Avraham’s ten
trials, the Midrash lists the first
one using the words of our sedra
‘Get yourself [Lech Lecha] out
of your country, and from your
kindred, and from your father’s
house.” This poses a question: In
comparison with the other nine
trials that Avraham faced, the
challenge of leaving Ur Kasdim
- while obviously difficult - does

not seem to be on par with the
more arduous tasks that were
later demanded of him by G-d.

To strengthen the question,
the Midrash Tanchuma quotes
Rav Levi as stating that the
commandment of Lech Lechawas
equal to Akeidat Yitzchak. While
clearly, Avraham’s move from Ur
Kasdim was not easy, how can
this possibly be comparable to
the Akeidah?

In answering this question,
| would like us to look at a
different story that also appears
in this sedra:

And Avram said to Lot, ‘Let
there be no strife, | pray of
you, between me and you, and
between my herdsmen and your
herdsman, for we are brethren.
Is not the whole land before you?
Separate yourself, | pray of you,
from me: If you will take the left
hand, then | will go to the right;
or if you depart to the right
hand, then | will go to the left.
(Bereishit 13:8-9)

The Midrash describes the
divine response to this story of
separation between Avraham
and Lot. Rav Yuda states that

Hashem was angered that
Avraham separated from Lot.
How could a person like Avraham,
who clings to people from all
walks of life, decide to distance
himself specifically from his own
relatives?

This Midrash illustrates the
degree to which Avraham -
whose name reflects ‘Av hamon
goyim - father of many nations’
- was selflessly focused on
impacting and inspiring those

asked to sacrifice his own son.
On top of the personal anguish
involved in this decision, Avraham
was also aware that listening to
Hashem’s command and going
forward with the Akeidah would
create a spiritual scandal in which
all of his life’s work would come
undone.
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With Avraham as our role model, we become increasingly
conscious of the impact of our actions on those around us

around him to follow in his
ideological footsteps (for more
on this, see the Rambam in
Avodah Zarah 1:1). As a result of
this unbelievable focus and drive,
Avraham was pained to leave Ur
Kasdim, since he knew it would
create a religious and spiritual
vacuum in his community, and
thus ‘Lech Lecha’ was a huge
challenge for him.

Years later, Avraham is faced
with a similar challenge. He was
terribly distressed about the
possible impact of the Akeidah
on other individuals. After
dedicating so many years of his
life to convincing his neighbors
that Molech and other idolatrous
practices were illogical and
misguided, Avraham was now

to the broader community, and
most importantly, as relates to
those who are closest to us. Even
when following G-d’s explicit
command, such as in preparing
for the Akeidah, Avraham still
worried about the possible
ramifications of his actions on
others - the mark that inevitably
would be made and that would
either be a Kiddush Hashem or
a Chillul Hashem. This degree
of personal responsibility is one
important aspect of Avraham
Avinu’s unique strength, and
is something that all of us
can aspire to reach - both in
educating our own children, and
also in connecting to others and
making a difference within our
communities.



