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Planting a Tree of Life in a Barren Desert
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The Siddur quotes the Talmud
(Berachot 64a): Rabbi Elazar said
on behalf of Rabbi Chanina: Torah
scholarsincrease peacein the world,
as it is said (Isaiah 54:13) ‘And all
your children will be students of
Hashem, and your children will have
abundant peace - do not read your
children (banayich) but your builders
(bonayich).’

The verse in Isaiah, which speaks
about the rebuilding of Jerusalem
and Israel, has a seemingly needless
repetition of the word ‘children’.

Rabbi Elazar understands this as an
indication of an additional layer of
meaning. Our children, who follow
our traditions, and have become
Torah scholars are also our builders.
Builders of our Land and of peace
within its borders.

What is the difference between a
child and a builder?

Children share our DNA, they imitate
our behaviour, they follow the path
that we have trodden. Builders find
solutions to problems, they adapt
to circumstances, they innovate.
Sometimes they even knock down
in order rebuild.

They build peace through all these
different routes that they employ
because: ‘It [Torah] is a Tree of Life

for those who grasp it...Its ways
are ways of pleasantness, and all its
paths are peace.” (Mishlei 3)

They are builders of a peace that is
vital for the Land of Israel, as Rabbi
Dovid Twerski of Tolna says, ‘They
are called builders to teach us that
the completeness of the edifice
exists only through the quality of
peace.

Where can you find these builders
today?

If you go to the Negev Desert you
will find the new community of
Halutzit, a community of Torah
scholars who are building our Land
and peace within its borders.

They are Halutzim - pioneers — who
continue to settle and develop the
Land and who are living the Zionist
dream in the 21st century. They
are our children and they are our
builders. Their time for uprooting
has come twice before, from Yamit
in 1982 and from Atzmona in 2005.
Now is their time for planting, their
Tu B’Shevat.

The have planted peace on the
border of Gaza and Egypt, peace
for their families, their community
and the surrounding area for whom
the growth of Halutzit has bought a
vibrant new life and the prospect of

an exciting future. Indeed they are
planting peace for the whole Land
of Israel.

In foretelling a future age of peace
the prophet Zechariah tells us, ‘The
seed shall be peace, the vine shall
give her fruit, and the ground shall
give herincrease.’

With tremendous creativity they
have successfully planted trees
and plants in the sands of the

graded by the Rov of the Yeshurun -
Rabbi Alan Lewis and purchasing one
has the added hiddur of helping to
support the community of Halutzit.
They are also organic should you
wish to taste them on Tu B’Shevat.

These Zionist farmers of Halutzit
have planted a Tree of Life in the
barren desert sands. They have
rebuilt their lives at the same time
as building the Land.

Our children, who follow our traditions, and have
become Torah scholars are also our builders

Negev which now produce Etrogim,
olives, carrots and potatoes. Today,
Halutzit is a flourishing community
of 85 families, with schools, medical
centres and Yeshivot. 40% of the
families are involved in Chinuch,
40% are involved in agriculture,
20% in other businesses. None are
unemployed. They are all ‘builders’.

On Tu B’Shevat there is a custom
amongst the Chassidim to eat a
piece of Etrog that was used for the
mitzvah of Arbah Minim on Succot,
and to daven to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu that He should make available to
us a kosher and especially beautiful
etrog for the following Succot.

We are fortunate that we can do
our own hishtadlut to secure an
Etrog of special beauty. For past
two years Etrogim from Halutzit
have been available at Edgware
Yeshurun before Succot. They are
of a beautiful quality - checked and

That they should have been able to
achieve such miracles should not
surprise us. The Tzemach Tzedek
of Lubavitch tells us that ‘by virtue
of peace things can be achieved
which are beyond the reach of an
individual, and through peace one
can do anything one wants.’

Since its founding in 1901, JNF has
been raising funds to build the
Land of Israel. We have planted
trees, created reservoirs and put
in place the foundations on which
Israeli society now rests. Today, we
are taking on the challenge of the
Negev.

Tomorrow is JNF’s annual ‘Green
Sunday’ appeal when we will asking
for your support to raise funds to
build partnerships with communities
like Halutzit, and to help rebuild the
decimated Carmel Forests. Help our
children build our Land, and to turn
it green.



