


In certain airports, hospitals 
and other public places one 
finds a room set aside as a 
multi-denominational chapel 
i.e. a quiet area where one can 
pray no matter what religion 
you are. However, in many of 
these prayer areas a symbolic 
Magen David or a cross or 
a crescent will be displayed 
to give the room a feel of a 
place of worship. Can one go 
in there to daven whether 
anybody else is there or not?

In this week’s sedra we find 
t he  fo l low i ng.  Af te r  t h e 
plague of the hail  on the 
Egyptians Pharaoh calls for 
Moshe Rabbeinu and Aharon 
and confesses ‘I have sinned 
this time, Hashem is righteous 
and I and my people are the 
wicked, pray to Hashem and 
this shall stop and I will let 
you go’ and Moshe answers 
‘as soon as I am out of the 
city I will spread forth my 
hand to Hashem [pray] and 
it shall be no more.’ (Shemot 
9:22-29) and Rashi comments 

‘within the city Moshe could 
not pray because it was filled 
with idols.’

Based on this Rashi, Trumas 
Hadeshen #6 rules it is better 
for one to daven outside while 
travelling than to daven in a 
hotel that has gentile religious 
images and cer tainly one 
should not wear tefillin in such 
a place like the Gemara says 
in (Shabbat 127b) that when 
Rabbi Yehoshua had to visit a 
certain Roman noblewoman 
he removed his tefillin (that he 
wore during the day) because 
he did not want to bring his 
tefillin in a place of tumah - 
impurity.

In the same vein the Avnei 
Nezer (Orach Chaim 32) rules 
in favour of the Taz (Orach 
Chaim 151:4) that one may 
not make a Shul in a building 
if there is a gentile place of 
worship on top of it. If Moshe 
Rabbeinu did not want to 
daven  in a city with idols 
certainly in the same building 

with these images one should 
not daven!

But not all authorities are 
in agreement with this Taz 
and Avnei Nezer. The Divrei 
Malkiel (vol 5. #10) disagrees 
with this Taz and the Mishne 
Berurah (Shaarei Zion 157:22) 
also permits one to daven in 
the same building as a gentile 

place of worship, especially 
as today’s religious symbols 
are not technically avodah 
zarah (Maharash Yoreh Deah 
#48. Based on Rema Yoreh 
Deah 141.1 who says that a 
cross worn as a talisman is not 
avodah zarah.)

Nevertheless if one is facing 
such a symbol it seems that 
there is an issue of marit ayin 
-appearance of doing wrong to 
daven facing it and certainly to 
say the Amidah which includes 
bowing down in front of it. This 
is because an onlooker might 
think he is bowing to avodah 
zarah. The Shach, a commentary 
on the Shulchan Aruch, adds 
on that it is forbidden even 

if no one is looking at that 
particular moment.  R’ Moshe 
Feinstein zt”l takes the issue 
of marit ayin  even fur ther 
and forbids one to daven in a 
room of a Shul that does not 
have a Mechitzah in the main 
sanctuary even though there 
is a Mechitzah in that room! 
(Igros Moshe Orach Chaim 
2:40)

On a related topic, a question 
that I am frequently asked 
is: may one invite a pr iest 
to enter a Shul if he will be 
wear ing a cross? The Har 
Tzvi (R’ Hirsh Pesach Frank 
zt”l,  Rov of Yerushalayim 
in the first half of the 20th 
century) forbids it. (Har Tzvi 
Orach Chaim I #85) The Torah 
says ‘you shall not bring an 
abomination into your house’ 
(Devarim 7:26) and the same 
is true of a Shul. 

A certain Rov in London once 
told me that he had invited 
the local bishop to his Shul. 
When I mentioned the above 
problem to him he informed 
me that he had arranged with 
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