


were twined together and from 
which the Rimonim were made 
which looked like unopened 
pomegranates (hence their 
name Rimonim) and like the 
shape of cones on the helmets 
on children’s heads.  They then 
brought 72 Pa’amonim which 
looked like little bell domes 
with bell clappers inside each.  
36 were fixed on the bottom 
hem in front and 36 at the rear.  
Rabbi Dosa holds that there 
were only 36 altogether - 18 
at the front and 18 at the rear.  
This same argument occurs 
as to the number of different 
types of negaim of Tzora’at as to 
whether there are 72 or 36. (This 
is an obvious indication of the 
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the Tzora’at which both have this 
similar atonement function and 
the power of the numbers 36 and 
72 is also well known).

There are some other unusual 
features in the case of the Me’il. 

Thus in verse 32 we are told 
that ‘It shall have an opening 
for the head in the middle and 
this opening shall have a woven 
border all round it, like that 

around the opening of a coat 
of mail so that it not be torn.’ 
(translation of Yalkut Me’am 
Loez). It was woven in a single 
piece and not sewn.  It was made 
completely out of Techeles wool 
and the neck border was folded 
down and hemmed over like 
the opening of a coat of mail so 
that it should not tear.  Tearing 
�‹�–���‹�•���ƒ���•�’�‡�…�‹�¤�…��lav.  (See in detail 
Minchas Chinuch 101)

In verse 35 we are also told that 
it must be worn by the Cohen 
Gadol when he performs the 
Avodah so that his sound shall 
be heard when he comes into 
the holy place before Hashem 
and when he comes out, so that 
he should not die.

In  a l l  t hese  pecu l ia r i t i es 
mentioned, the saintly Chofetz 
Chaim in Shemiras Haloshon 
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to the severity of the issur of 
speaking Lashon Hora and the 
tremendous reward for the 
mitzvah of controlling one’s 
tongue as follows:-

(1) We have already seen that 
the Gemara itself in Zevachim 

and Erachin states that the Me’il 
atones for Lashon Hora. 

(2) It was Kelil Techeles completely 
of tcheles which is the colour of 
the sea, which is similar to the 
heavens, which is the colour of 
Hashem’s heavenly throne.  Just 
as the Techeles in Tzitzit remind 
one of Hashem’s omnipresence 
so too, in much greater measure, 
does the Me’il.   The verse implies 
in Tehillim Ch.73 v.9 that Lashon 
Hora on earth goes right up to 
the Kisei Hacovod in Heaven.  A 
person clothed in techeles will 
know how to combat this. 

(3) The words in verse 32 ‘Vehoyo 
pi rosho besocho’ indicate that 
there are times when one must 
control one’s tongue and not 
allow any words to exude from 
one’s mouth. 

(4) The words ‘���‘�ˆ�‘�Š���›�‹�Š�›�‡�Š���Ž�‡�¤�˜��
saviv maase oreg’ indicate that 
one should often keep one’s lips 
completely sealed as if they had 
been sewn together. 

(5) The words ‘�•�‡�¤�� �•�ƒ�…�Š�”�‘�� �›�‹�Š�›�‡��
lo yikorea’ (which Rashi explains 
means that it was made like a suit 
of chain mail the neck doubled 
over so that it should never 
tear) are to teach us that this 
reticence is for our own safety 
and protection just like a suit of 
armour which arrows cannot 
penetrate.  If one controls one’s 

tongue and is quiet and patient 
and does not answer back 
argumentatively, then the heat 
of the machloket will subside 
and disappear.  But if the tongue 
lashes forth tearing through the 
protective cover, the dispute 
can get out of hand and lead to 
physical violence.

(6) The Rimonim and Pa’amonim 
have a great deal to teach us.  
The pa’amon zahav refers to 
Torah where we must learn aloud 
but the Rimon is soundless for 
whenever one is not learning it 
is usually best to remain silent. 

The Yalkut Meam Loez provides 
some further beautiful  insights:-

(a) There were the same number 
of Pa’amonim as Rimonim.  Why 
therefore, does it say verse 33 
that the bells were between 
the Rimonim. (This question 
is of course only relevant to 
Rashi’s pshat, for according to 
Ramban the bells were inside the 
Rimonim!)  Surely the Rimonim 
were equal ly between the 
Pa’amonim in a line.  But the 
answer is that ‘for every word a 
person says he should swallow 
two’. One should hold oneself 
back and not say everything that 
comes to mind.  That is why we 
were created with two eyes and 
one mouth and not the other 
way round.  We should only 
speak half of what we see. 
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