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be used in such a holy place.
They were, he explains, the
objects through which a crime
was committed and should be
nowhere near the sanctuary.
Perhaps, he suggests, if they were
to have a role, they might have
been hung up by the entrance to
the Mishkan, there to dissuade
any potential future wrongdoers.
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irregular action result in a
vessel becoming holy? However
Ramban goes on to explain that
the holiness came not from the
wrongness of the action but
from the fact that the whole test
was at the instruction of Moshe.
It was Moshe’s command to the
rebels to sanctify the pans, which
brought the holiness in its wake.
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used in the Mishkan, it should have
been those of Aharon, the victor
of the incense contest. Aharon’s
pans would remind all of his
legitimacy to be the High Priest.

Rashi however, tells us that simply
destroying the pans was out of the

guestion. The pans had already
been used for ministering in the

Mishkan and as such were now
holy. Ramban questions the
logic of Rashi’'s words. Ramban
explains that the pans were used
to offer incense which had not

been commanded. As such, these
vessels were made by the wrong
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wrong place. How is it possible for
something made in violation of
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Ramban here makes a logical
argument. How can a ritually

argument goes on to reject it. He
reasons that the purpose of the
pans was to attack Aharon and
to satisfy Korach’'s inappropriate
desire for status and power. How
could such motivation bring about
holiness? Ramban then gives us his
preferred explanation.

Ramban explains that the pans
were considered holy for the
simple reason that these pans
were to act as a sign to the Children
of Israel. The role of the holiness
was to remind us not to be like
Korach and his group of rebels.
The holiness did not result from

the attioms o5 dnyone but was

rather a unique Divine act.
Akedat Yitzchak also suggests

*+ *fthat th8 hbfiness, a Divine

decision, makes sense since these
pans symbolised a victory over

falsehood. Yes, they may have
been used by the sinners but now
represent for us the defeat of the
enemies of the holy and truth. It
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vindicated and proved the holy
should now be preserved and be
viewed as holy themselves.

The pans were indeed the only
remnant of the Korach rebellion.
Is there however another lesson
we can learn from these pans?

| would suggest that we can learn
something about success and
failure. The road to success is never
straight and upwards. You set a

these pans symbolised a
victory over falsehood

goal and head towards it. However
at some point, your skill set runs
out and your performance then
drops. At this point many decide
to stop completely and give up.
The fools! It is really simply the
time to learn new skills, to take
a deep breath and put in extra
energy and aim upwards again.

They say that Thomas Edison took
ten thousand attempts to invent
the light bulb. Imagine if after
the hundredth or two hundredth
attempt he had decided to stop,
having decided that he had failed.
Each attempt at which he did not
reach his goal was not a failure
but rather a resource, giving him

valuable information about how

to get to his goal quicker and
more effectively. Not reaching

a goal is not a failure but rather
gimplyZae resuf < a..résult which
gives you feedback on how you
are doing and clues about what
you need to do now. When your
journey to success encounters an
obstacle, you have to work out
what education or experience

you now need to gain in order to
successfully make it.

What does this have to do with
Korach?

Moshe knew that organising
and governing the people was
not an easy task. He, or rather
G-d, had to crush the Korach
rebellion. However, erasing the
rebellion from the communal

narrative would not be the best
way to utilise the experience.
The rebellion was now actually a
resource to help the Children of
Israel grow and better understand
holiness and the priesthood and
for Moshe to be a better leader.
The pans or rather their lesson
had to be incorporated and

integrated into the personality

of the community. To end the
rebellion and then simply move
on would have been to waste
an opportunity. Moshe used the
pans within the Mishkan since he
wanted to utilise the rebellion

experience to help the people
learn and mature, learning from
its lessons.



