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Animals and People are Kindred Spirits, 

But Far From Equals
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a sacr if ice to G-d; Cain brought 
produce, whereas Abel brought 
an animal sacr if ice, ‘ f rom the 
f i r s t-born and the fa t  o f  h is 
f lock.’  (Bereishi t 2:3-4) Given 
the  mean ing fu l  s t and ing  o f 
animals, we might have thought 
that Abel’s sacrifice would have 
been shunned, but we f ind on 
the contrary that speci f ical ly 
his of fer ing was accepted. So 
while eating animals was not 
permitted, sacrificing them was 
evidently proper.

In chapter six, we again f ind 
t h a t  m a n  a n d  b e a s t  h a v e 
their fates inter l inked; faced 
with rampant immorality, G-d 
decides to blot out ‘both man 
a n d  b e a s t ’ .  S u b s e q u e n t l y , 
there is a noted change in the 
relationship; we learn that after 
the f lood, mankind is suddenly 
a l lowed to eat  an imals .  Th is 
could be interpreted to mean 
that man’s status is suddenly 
elevated, but i t is more l ikely 
the opposite: that given man’s 
best ia l  behaviour before the 
f lood, man needs a sign of his 
status to remind him that he is 
distinguished from the beasts.

Q. Is it forbidden to purchase 
products that were produced 
due to animal suf fer ing, such 
as cosmetics tested on animals?

A. Animals have always been 
an impor tant  par t  o f  human 
e x i s t e n c e ;  f r o m  t h e  d a w n 
o f  h i s to r y  u n t i l  on l y  a  f ew 
generations ago, vir tually every 
person from the poorest to the 
r ichest  l i ved in  the in t imate 
company of domestic animals. 
So it is hardly surprising that the 
Torah devotes much attention to 
the place of animals in creation 
and to their relationship with 
mankind.

Indeed, following the creation 
of man the f irst thing G-d does 
is to define his place in creation. 
First we learn that only man is 
created in G-d’s image; in the 
following verse He gives man 
‘dominion over the f ish of the 
sea, and the fowl o f  the a i r, 
and  ove r  eve r y  l i v i ng  th ing 
that creeps upon the ear th.’ 
(Bereishit 1:26) Yet in the very 

next verse He qualif ies: ‘I have 
given you all the herbs bearing 
seed on the whole face of the 
ear th, and every tree bear ing 
fruit giving seed, I have given 
you to eat .’  Man is meant to 
dominate the animals, but he 
is  no t  a l lowed to  ea t  them, 
indicating that the animal soul 
is wor thy of consideration.

I n  t h e  s e c o n d  c h a p t e r  o f 
Bereishit, G-d sees that Adam 
needs companionship, ‘a help 
cor responding to h im.’  F i rs t 
Adam seeks this companionship 
among the animals, but he does 
not f ind it there, but only with 
Eve, a human companion. Again 
we see that animals are in some 
sense kindred spir i ts to man, 
but they are not truly fr iends 
or companions.

Only  two chapters  la ter,  we 
f i n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  n u a n c e 
he lp ing us  de f ine  the  exac t 
re la t ive s tand ing o f  an imals 
and people. The brothers Cain 
and Abel both sought to br ing 

As mank ind’s holy mission is 
renewed on Mount Sinai at the 
giving of the Torah, animals are 
again not neglected; already 
i n  t h e  Te n  C o m m a n d m e n t s 
we f ind the commandment to 
g ive beasts rest on Shabbat . 
(Shemot 20:9, Devarim 5:13)

L a t e r  w e  f i n d  a  h o s t  o f 
c o m m a n d m e n t s  m a n d a t i n g 
humane treatment of animals. 
These include: helping to unload 
an overburdened draf t animal 

(Shemot 23:5); not muzzling an 
ox as he helps in threshing the 
grain. (Devarim 25:4)

We a lso f ind a l imi ta t ion on 
the post-d i luv ian permission 
to eat  meat ,  as the Chi ldren 
o f  Israe l  are per mi t ted on ly 
ce r t a i n  an i ma ls ,  on l y  a f te r 
humane slaughter, and without 
consuming the  b lood .  Many 
co m m e n t a to r s  v i e w  t h i s  i s 
a sign that the g iv ing of the 
Torah marks the turning point 
in man’s evolut ion,  and sets 
him back on a path of ethical 
advancement returning to his 
exalted status at the t ime of 
creation.
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to eat animals


